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BIG TALENT: Fuzjko Hemming will play the Broad Stage on Friday and Sunday before moving on to the Lincoln Center in New York City.

Pianist defies long odds

Partially-deaf classical musician to perform at The Broad Stage

BY MELODY HANATANI

Daily Press Staff Writer

BROAD JAGE There was plenty of opti-
mistic predictions and critica acclaim for
Fuziko Hemming in her early years as a
concert pianist, even after losing hearing in
her right ear from an inflamm ation at the
age of 16.

Despite fighting all odds after tragedy
once again struck afew yearslater, thistime
in her left ear, leaving the musician deaf
until the age of 21 when she regained 40
percent of her hearing, those lofty expecta-
tions for the once hailed child prodigy
would com etrue.

Theworld renowned pianist, whosefirst
abum ,@.aCam panellaGsold over two mil-
lion copies, will perform at TheBroad Stage
on Friday and Sunday, playing her favorite
pieces by Franz Liszt, FrZdZic Chopin,
Ludwig van Beeethoven, Claude Debussy

and JS. Bach. N

Q aways perform for the audienceG
enjoymentO Hemming said. Nothing
moreO

The internationaly famous pianist
choosing to perform a The Broad Stage
demongtrates that the less than year old
facility is considered world class, Linda
Sullivan, the director of facilities program -
ming for SantaMonica College, said, noting
that Lincoln Center in New York City is
Hemming@ next stop. .

ONeQe playing with the big boysO
Sullivan said.

Craig Melone, a publicist who works
with Los Angeles-based Domo Music
Group, which recently signed Hemming,
said the label@ president, Eiichi Naito, was
impressed with The Broad Stage after
another of his artists performed a the
venue severa weeks ago.

Orhe acoustics were perfect,O Melone

said. Orhey liked thelocation and they liked
that it was on the WestsideO

The concert will be the first in Santa
Monicafor Hemming, who said that sheis
unfamiliar with the city but remembers
hearing about it as ayoung child in Vienna
from Stanford University students.

Q am hoping that the audience will
enjoy my perform ance as much asthey did
thelast timesthat | wasin the U.S. acouple
of years agoOshe said.

Born in Berlin, Hemming moved to
Tokyo with her family as a young child,
learning to play the piano on a broken
instrument and taking lessons from a
Russian-born German pianist who was a
family friend. Shewastold by her instructor
that she would one day be an international
success.

Shemade her concert debut at the age

SEE BROAD PAGE 13

La Monica
Ballroom
returns for
one night

BY NATALIE JARVEY

Special to the Daily Press

SM PIER Shoes tap on the floor and the
swish of skirts can be heard below the long
arc of atrumpet and the quick beat of a
drum . Young couples m ove gracefully aong
thehardwood floor, silhouetted by twinkling
whitelights overhead.

These are the im ages evoked when the
historic La Monica Ballroom is described,
but now they arem erely m em ories.

The Santa Monica Pier isbringing back the
irit of La Monica today during the fourth
week of the25th Annua Twilight Dance Series,
which will feature the La Monica Balroom
Redux to celebrate the 85th anniversary of
wha was oncethepierGlandm ark sructure.

Torecreatetheam ophereof LaMonicaat its
height, the pier will be decorated with minarets
and lights, al surrounding adance floor in front
of the sage where two big band syle music
groupswill perform . Swing dancelessonswill be
held an hour beforethe concert begins.

Thepier hasaso invited mem bers of the
com munity who once danced a La Monica
to kick off the night with the first dance of
the evening.

QtGone of the goried sructures of the pier.
Fewer and fewer people are around to remem -
ber theold thingCsaid Jm Harris, pier historian.

O'heim age of astructure that size float-
ing over the ocean is quite m agnificent, and
the storiesthat it holdswithin it are certain-
ly interesting and uniqueO

Often described as a paace floaing above
thesea, LaMonicawasbuilt in 1924. Thelargest
badlroom on the West Coad, it had a 15,000
gquare-foot dancefloor and held 5,000 people.

On opening night, July 23, 1924, more
than 50,000 peopledroveto SantaMonicato
view the new structure N only 30,000 were
actually alowed inside. The event was so
popular that it created thefirst trafficjam in
Santa Monicahistory, Harris said.

But La Monica didn@® survive as a ball-
room for long.

QWVhen it wasbuilt in 1924, that wasredly the
heyday of the grest amusem ent piers that used
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Alkaline Water ¢ increased energy
reverses the ° anti-aging
effects of ° positive mood
iliness and ° stabilized blood sugars e disease reversal

FREE

Change your water ...

CHANGE YOUR LIFE

with “Alka Power” Alkaline Water

« better digestion
« lower cholesterol
* clear skin

* weight loss (gout, diabetes, etc.)

(310) 664-8880
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2209 Main St.
Santa Monica, CA 90405
ndo2water.com
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5 gallons of “Alka Power”
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